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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Happy Holidays and heads up!! 2001 is here, the 2001 model 
bikes are out and the 2001 version of Top Cats is on the way. 

During the 2001 season you'll see a new, high - performance, 
version of your club so hang on! 

MEETINGS: First indications of our efforts were realized in 
the new meeting agenda, our new sound system, and in the 
new programs brought to you by Chuck and Maureen 
Prettyman such as the recent fashion show conducted by 
Kelly's Leatherworks. 

MEMBERSHIP: You can expect some refinement to our annual 
dues structure and an improved membership card for 2001 that 
allows for emergency data. Membership requirements will 
strictly follow our By - Laws. 

INSIGNIA: Watch for additional versions of our patch. While 
our official, original, logo will not change, you'll see some 
neat alternatives as well as distinct Board member, and Senior 
Road Captain, patches. 

SAFETY: 2001 will see continued emphasis on safety with 
additional Safety Seminars, some stringent safety requirements 
and, safety prerequisites to membership renewal. 

COMMUNICATIONS: Tune in to our web site for scheduled 
events and, a forthcoming information - sharing bulletin board. 

There's no doubt that 2001 will be a fast - paced, exciting year 
for us and one that you'll regret missing if you don't get your 
dues in on time. Check this issue out for your dues invoice and 
pay it or we'll send Taz, stark naked, to your door to collect!! 

We need every member's help to make this our best year ever. 
As New Year's Day approaches, and you decide on resolutions 
for 2001, think of your club and your riding style. Pick one 
aspect of your riding that you'll resolve to improve on during 
the year. Commit to participating, somehow, someway towards 
the improvement of your club; assisting with our Charity Ride, 
helping on a committee, etc. You owe it to yourself, your fel-
low riders, and your club. Ride hard, ride sober, and ride safe 
for every single day of 2001. 

Let's Roll! 

Toys for Tots...A Parade 
to Remember 

By Chuck Prettyman 

(Notes in parentheses added by editor to clarify the truth.) 

December 3, 2000 started as a crisp, cold, 26 degree 
morning with bright sunshine. (It was sub - arctic tempera-
tures!) A great day for a ride, (Only if you were a Penguin.) 
a great day to share with fellow Top Cats, and a great des-
tination. 

Our destination: The Annual Toys for Tots Motorcycle Ride 
in Chicago. Thousands of bikers, motorcycle enthusiasts, 
(A few idiots.) and others on two wheels, were gathering 
this morning, laden with gifts for children who might oth-
erwise not be visited by Santa. (There might just be a 
growing generation who thinks Santa gave up his sleigh for 
a motorcycle.) The event was an amalgam (A what?) of 
leather clad, fur bearing, insulated, and otherwise warmly 
dressed riders, passengers, and other hangers - on, gath-
ered at the Forest Preserve at 83d and Western Avenue for 
the 9:30 AM start heading north on Western to Foster on 
Chicago's north side. Thousands of riders were greeted 
and cheered by thousands more spectators and well wish-
ers along the route. It's nice to be appreciated. (They real-
ly wanted us to finish so they could go back to bed.) 

Top Cats assembled at two locations and traveled in three 
groups; all but a few meeting in Chicago. Bernie Weiss, 
Steve Bobbe, and guest Barry Feder left from Highland 
House and joined Terry Kumro, Mike Mallen, Carl Hart, 
Duane LaMotte, Klaus Geisel, me and a fellow rider who 
rides with his Chow dog on an Ultra Classic who remains 
unnamed due to my failing memory. (Finally, the truth.) 
Unfortunately, Traveler, his son Russell, Taz, and John 
Lunde were unable to meet the others. They were proba-
bly having too much fun running into old friends, meeting 
new friends, and mixing with the Marines and other vol-
unteers for this very worthy cause. 

All in all, a great ride in the world's largest (And coldest.) 
Toys for Tots Ride, another great gathering of Top Cats for 
one of the largest charity events of the year, and a safe ride 
home. (Amen.) 
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Battery Tender Jr. 

$29.95 
with quick connect lead 

• ••■•• 	••••• • MIMI • 	• IMM11.• • II•■ • 	• ■11,  • •I■ • • 

or 
We can convert your bike 

(8-717..„  ) 2(3_ 199 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests.  
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners,  
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of  
large, medium and small organizations, institutions. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS ... 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 

(jhenif@yahoo.com ) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawkeve" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50(a aol.com) 
Founder 	 Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	 Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	 Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand(a,fedex.com ) 

Director 	 Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: January 2, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	 Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl(a`aoLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	 847/803-0002 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	 Alicia Kumro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 
Roar 	 (mongerl@hotmailcom) 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpanic (wkir1pa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com ) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glax@hotmaiLcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.1ake.k1211.us ) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

UANIIDVS CYCLE 
Your Lehman Trike Dealer 

New Trikes in stock! 

Ask about our FREE 
Winter Storage Program 

This Coupon Entitles You 
to 20% OFF 

!UltraGard Cycle Covers 

G - LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

TOP CATS SPECIAL 
_pn It. 0.142 2X,Pigs_.1 212414 _ . 1  

11013 Route 47 
Huntley, II. 60142 

847-669-0256 
Fax 847-669-0772 

visit randyscycle.com  for motorcycles 
shop randyscycleonlinacorn for accessories 



F 
Mercury 

.foxlakeford.com 

RT 1.2 
SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM 

FOX LAKE 
847-587-3400 

"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 
LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 

CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 
EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 

W. 00,5. 0:00$000XXXXXXXXX 02:&:=02* 
TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	X 

X SAVE 25% 	X 
.'), 0 on all bedliners or running boards 0 0 	with the purchase of ANY 	X X 	 X new or used vehicle  

& iwziwzw&z.,WXXXXXXXXXXX4XXXXX 

FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 

SALES - SERVICE - LEASING 

High Finance 
by Hawkeye 

Here's a bit of information that may make 
you sick: According to an article published 
in the Tribune, a $10,000 investment in 
Harley-Davidson in 1986, would be worth 
about 1 million dollars today ! Of course, if 
you bought a bike that year, that's also 
what it would have cost you to keep it 
running up until now. (Nah, I made up that 
last part, it would have only cost you about 
$300,000 for upkeep). So if you feel like 
you've missed the boat on that one, take 
heart, a new boat may be poised to leave 
the dock. Analysts believe that Ducati 
Motor Holdings can be another Harley 
story. Ducati is trying to use the same 
business model to make the company a 
very good investment into the future. They 
intend build upon Ducati's venerable old 
name, and racing heritage by boosting 
production and bringing out new lines of 
street bikes, and building a profitable 

branded clothing and accessory line. The 
stock trades on the NYSE under the symbol 
DMH. 

If by chance, some of you take the plunge 
and purchase the stock, and it turns into a 
million dollars in 10 years, I'll expect a cut. 
On the other hand, don't come crying to 
me if the stock retreats faster than the 
Italian Army in WW II. As they say in Italian, 
"Fagetaboutit." Ciao baby ! 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 
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2001 Already? 
By Traveler 

Look around at any Top Cats event, gathering, or 
meeting. What do you see? Men and women who 
have endured five decades of life, survived to see 
the new millinium and, in quiet moments wonder 
how they ever made it this far in life. We accept 
without question the change in our lives induced by 
web sites, smart cards, surround sound, ATMs, 
FAXs, breast implants, fast food and fuel injection. 
Life is good, we ponder... Is it really? Is life more 
fun? Are we enjoying it more? Is it better than it 
ever was? 

Close your eyes . . . go back . . . way back. Before the 
Internet or the CD player, before semi-automatics 
and crack, before space shuttles and AIDS, before 
hippies or Super Nintendo. 

Way back . . . I'm talkin"bout hide-and-seek at 
dusk, back. Sittin' on the porch. Hot bread and 
butter. The ice cream man, Honda Dreams, Simon 
Says. Kick the Can. Red light, Green light. Lunch 
Boxes with a Thermos . . . that broke. 

Chocolate milk, lunch tickets, penny candy from 
the corner store. Hopscotch, butterscotch, skates 
with keys. Jacks, kickball, dodgeball, Knuckle 
Heads, Pan Heads, Mother May I? Hula Hoops and 
Sunflower Seeds, Old Maid and Crazy Eights. Wax 
lips and mustaches, saddle shoes and Coke bottles 
with the names of cities on the bottom. 

Running through the sprinkler, bobby pins, Mickey 
Mouse Club, Crusader Rabbit, Rocky & Bullwinkle, 
Fran & 011ie, Spin & Marty . . . all in black & white. 
Catchin' lightning bugs in a jar. Playing slingshot. 
When around the corner seemed far away. And 
going downtown seemed like really going some-
where. 

Bedtime, climbing trees, making forts . . . scooters 
made from orange crates and an old skate. 
Backyard shows, lemonade stands, Cops and 
Robbers, Cowboys and Indians, Hodaka Wombats, 
sittin' on the curb, staring at clouds, jumping down 
the steps, jumping on the bed. Pillow fights, "com-
pany" coming, ribbon candy, angel hair on the 
Christmas tree, Mary Martin as "Peter Pan", Jackie 
Gleason as "the poor soul", white gloves, walking 
to church, walking to the library. 

Being tickled to death, running till you were out of 
breath, kick starting til you had no breath, laughing 
so hard that your stomach hurt. Being tired from 
playin' . . . Remember that? 

Not steppin' on a crack . . . or you'll break your 
mother's back, a circle for the after school fight, 
then running when the teacher came. The Stroll, 
electric starters, 4 - leaf clovers. 

Remember when . . . there were two types of 
sneakers for girls and boys (Keds & PF Flyer) and 
the only time you wore them at school, was for 
"gym"? When it took five minutes for the TV to 
warm up? When nearly everyone's Mom was at 
home when the kids got home from school? When 
nobody owned a purebred dog? When a quarter 
was a decent allowance, and another quarter a 
huge bonus? 

When you'd reach into a muddy gutter for a penny? 
When girls neither dated nor kissed until late high 
school, if then? When your Mom wore nylons that 
came in two pieces? When all of your male teach-
ers wore neckties and female teachers had their 
hair done, everyday, and wore high heels? 

When you got your windshield cleaned, oil 
checked, and gas pumped, without asking -- for 
free -- every time? And you didn't pay for air. And 
you got trading stamps to boot! 

When laundry detergent had free glasses, dishes, or 
towels hidden inside the box? When any parent 
could discipline any kid, or use him to carry gro-
ceries, and nobody, not even the kid, thought a 
thing of it? When pizza wasn't delivered and chick-
en was? When it was considered a great privilege 
to be taken out to dinner at a real restaurant with 
your parents? 

When they threatened to keep kids back a grade if 
they failed, and did? When the worst thing you 
could do at school was smoke in the bathrooms, 
flunk a test, or chew gum? 

And the prom was in the gym and you danced to an 
orchestra, and all the girls wore pastelgowns and 
the boys wore dinner jackets and paid for dinner? 
When a '57 Chevy was everyone's dream car . . .to 
cruise the strip, peel-out, lay rubber, or watch 
submarine races? The coolest thing on two wheels 
was you on your Harley KR? People went steady, 
and girls wore a class ring with an inch of wrapped 
dental floss coated with pastel frost nail polish so it 
would fit her finger? 

And no one ever asked where the car keys were 
'cause they were always in the car, in the ignition, 
and the doors were never locked and you got in big 
trouble if you accidentally locked the doors at 
home. No one ever had a key. 

And lying on your back on the grass with your 
friends and saying things like, "That cloud looks 
like a . . ." 

And filling up the gas tank on your Yamaha DT 1 for 
a dollar and a half. 

And playing baseball on the empty corner lot with 
no adults to help kids with the rules of the game. 
Then baseball was not a psychological group 
learning experience, it was a friggin' game. 
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Remember when stuff from the market came 
without safety caps and hermetic seals 'cause no 
one had yet tried to poison a perfect stranger? 

And . . . with all our progress . . . don't you just 
wish, just once, you could park your bike in the 
middle of nowhere, lean against a big ol' tree, let 
the sun toast your face while ya slip back in time 
and savor the slower pace, for as long as you damn 
well please? 

So for any of you who can still remember Nancy 
Drew, The Hardy Boys, Trixie Belden, Laurel & 
Hardy, Howdy Doody and The Peanut Gallery; The 
Lone Ranger, The Shadow knows..., Nellie Belle, 
Roy and Dale, Trigger and Buttermilk . . .as well as 
the sound of a rotary mower on Saturday morning, 
and summers filled with bike rides, treasure hunts, 
baseball games, bowling, visits to the local public 
pool, and eating Kool-Aid powder with sugar off 
the end of your licked finger... stop and think as 
you cascade through 2001... Is life more fun? What 
a trip it was getting here TITTITITTT  "Oh, you don't 
know what we can find...why don't you come with me little girl, 
on a magic carpet ride? And you don't know what we can feel  

Lizards' Line 
Terry "Lizard" Kumro 

Being on the board for some time now, this is 
the first time I've been asked to write an article 
for Roar. Being my last year on the board, the 
club probably felt sorry for me because they 
gave me three people that make my job both 
easy and a pleasure....My wife Alicia, our 
Products Chair person, Taz on Activities and 
Rick Case heading up Safety. What better line-up 
could anyone get? 

T-shirts are on the way. There's a copy of our 
Activities Calender here in Roar, our web site 
will offer an expanded calender with regular 
up-dates and Rick's Safety Tips will keep your 
rubber to the pavement. Also I can promise you 
no matter how long you've been riding,our 
Safety Course will teach you something new. 

Well, the trains jammed...there's a foot of snow 
on the ground and still falling...the market 
sucks...and we still don't have a U.S. President. 
But, looking back at the past year and the great 
rides and good times, and with these kind of 
people to work with...2001 will be dynamite! 

0005:00:00XXXXXXXXXXXOZ'OgOON 

CompleteDetailini Servicel 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  
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HULDEN  
APara=  

Argo" tiut 

GRAPHICS 
From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

AINING 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
DAR & JOHN LUNDE 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 	I HA LuintEY,  DAVIDS0eN  

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Minutes of December 11 2000 
Board Meeting 

Board Members in attendance: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Rik Lowry, 
Jim Heniff, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, Ric Case, Sandy 
Vernon, George Lax. Committee Chairpersons in attendance: 
Chuck Prettyman, Jim Krepel, Bernie Weiss, and Joe Rabanus. 

The Board approved the Charity Ride Committee to sell 2500 
raffle tickets © $10 each, with the Grand Prize to be a 
Harley-Davidson 1200 Sportster. Raffle tickets will be pre-paid 
this year. 

Yearly membership dues were approved, and will remain the 
same as last year. $75 for Full Membership, $60 for Associate 
Membership. One important change is a new Multi-Member 
Household membership. A dues reduction of $25 for the 2nd, 
or 3rd member in a household (same address) will go into 
effect. For example, if a spouse or child wants to join the club, 
the primary member would pay $75, and the spouse or child 
living at the same address would join for $50. 

Full membership dues will be paid for new members joining up 
until October 1, and afterwards the dues will be fi price 
through the end of the calendar year. 

The 2001 Ride Calendar was approved subject to the usual 
changes that may occur throughout the riding season. 

The Board approved and welcomed into the Top Cats, Jesse 
Foto as a Full Member, and Thomas Longe as an Associate 
Member. 

Value Perceived... Value Received 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(The Board of Directors, and the Officers of Top Cats of Illinois, 
approved the dues structure for 200Iat the same rate schedule as 
2000, $75.00 for Regular membership, and $60.00 fo Associate 
membership, per year, payable by 01/01/31.) 

A monthly copy of ROAR, a membership patch and pin, a 
plastic membership card... is this all you can expect for your 
dues? I don't think so... 

The Board, the Officers, our committee folks, and fellow 
riders strive constantly to provide activities to enhance your 
motorcycling experience. Rides to Sturgis, Davenport, 
Milwaukee, Door County, Oregon,IL, as well as many local 
rides are organized, pre - ridden, and well lead, for your enjoy-
ment. All you have to do is show up with a full tank of fuel, 
properly outfitted, and enjoy the ride. 

On a continuing basis, throughout the year, you can improve 
your riding skills, and safe operation, in a group, or solo, by 
attending one of our Riding Skills and Protocol Courses. 
Members will be.able to select from four scheduled courses 
throughout 2001. 

Our meetings for 2001 will bring more motorcycle - related 
speakers, in an effort to increase your knowledge of the sport. 

So...you really receive a richer motorcycling experience, 
through very organized group rides, informative meetings and, 
improved riding skills, with a safe and experienced group of 
riders. Add to this the social activities and the camaradere of 
an elite group and, what's the value received? Priceless. 
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 
Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

LI= 

EP • 

PASTA DIAVOLO  
HICAGO 

4  1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 

4  Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

i
I 

Upcoming Programs 
by Chuck Prettyman 

January -- Joe "Purebrass" Rabanus presents, 
"Sturgis 2000." Photo evidence of goings on at the 
largest motorcycle rally in history. 

February --- Alligator Bob hosts our February 
meeting. Gel pads will be installed while we meet. 
Special Top Cats preview of Custom Bikes going to 
McCormick Place Bike 
Show. Dinner at Columbia Bay Micro Brewery 
& Restaurant. Reservations requested for 
meeting and/or dinner. Details, menus and 
literature available at January meeting. Reservations 
CPMAN4@AOL.COM  

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

"Helmets" 
Most of us do not want or like to talk about hel- 
mets. Yet, every rider I know, including co-riders, 
owns a helmet. This information is for helmet 
owners, whether you wear your helmet or not. 
Helmets have a manufacture date. It is inside the 
helmet near the size label. Most of us know that if 
a helmet is dropped you need to have it inspected 
to verify that the inner liner or outer shell was not 
cracked or broken. You also need to be aware that 
a helmet loses its protective characteristics as you 
wear it and expose it to the elements such as heat, 
sunlight, cold, wet, etc. My best sources says if you 
wear a single helmet regularly (i.e. almost all the 
time and ride several thousand miles or more a 
year), you should look to replace it every five (5) 
years or so. If you don't wear it but carry it with 
you most of the time then eight (8) to ten (10) 
may be more appropriate. These are clearly just 
guidelines and not steadfast rules. How well you 
take care of you helmet will also play into how 
often it needs to be replaced. Keep it in the house 
when it not on you or with you and it will last 
longer than throwing it in corner of the garage. No 
matter what you do with it or how you use it, the 
old cliche applies "take care of it and it will take 
care of you". 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation Information  
For those of you who were at the last Top Cats 
Meeting I promised you this information: 
Bob Ritter, Director 
Northern Illinois University 
Motorcycle Safety Project 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
Phone (815)-753-6932 in Illinois toll free 1-800-
892-9607 
Pager (888)-949-6370 
Fax (815)-753-6900 

Visit the MSF web site at 
www.online.niu.edulmcycle 
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Minutes of the 
December 5 Meeting 

Traveler opened the meeting by welcoming several guests. He 
urged the members to take any suggestion, ideas, concerns, 
and complaints to the appropriate committee chairperson to 
bring up to the Board. Also, he wants to remind all members 
that the Board meetings are scheduled on the Monday night 
following the General Meeting, at 7:00 PM at the American 
Smokehouse in Lake Zurich. Board meetings are opened to all 
Top Cats, and everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Safety Chairman, Ric Case spoke about the Beginner, and 
Advanced Motorcycle Safety Courses offered by the state. See 
his column in this Roar for their web address. Also, look for 
the dates for the Top Cats Safety Courses which deal with 
Safety, Group Riding, Road Captaining, and Accident 
Management. ALL MEMBERS ARE STRONGLY URGED 
TO MAKE TIME TO ATTEND ONE OF THE 4 CLASSES 
SCHEDULED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

Cleo Kelly, of Kelly's Leather in Richmond, held a fabulous 
fashion show for us at the meeting. She had several models 
showcase dozens of beautiful leather coats, jackets, pants, 
chaps, hats and boots. Their leather clothing includes 
motorcycle specific gear, and fashion duds for the smartly 
dressed man or women. She also gave everybody a leather 
business card case with "Top Cats" written on it, and had a 
drawing for a $100 gift certificate Kelly's also can custom make 
leather saddle bags, trunks, and virtually anything you can 
think of for your motorcycle. Call 815-678-4200. 

The next Charity Ride Meeting will be held on January 16, 
2001 at the American Smokehouse in downtown Lake Zurich. 
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOMED TO JOIN IN AND 
HELP. 

Terry Kumro informed us that at the next meeting he'll have 
order forms available to purchase Top Cat T-shirts with the 
Lion Logo on it. We want to make the first order at least 50 
shirts, so come out to the next meeting and order your shirts. 

Taz wants your help and input for our ride activities for the 
coming year. Direct all suggestions and comments to him. 

Invoices for Dues are on their way. Please respond with your 
checks right away so we can get that out of the way with a 
minimum of follow up effort on the part of Joe Rabanus, our 
Membership Chairman. 

TOP CATS' 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

2001 

1st Quarter 
(ALL TOP CATS ACTIVITIES ARE IN BOLD) 

JAN 02 
	

TOP CATS' MONTHLY MEETING 

JAN 07 
	

TOP CATS' 2ND ANNUAL KICK OFF 
RIDE 9:00AM EGG HARBOR 

JAN 08 
	

TOP CATS' BOARD MEETING ** 

JAN 16 
	

TOP CATS' CHARITY RIDE COMMIT 
TEE MEETING*** 

JAN 27 
	

TOP CATS' RIDING PROTOCOL 
COURSE, PLACE AND TIME TBA 

FEB 06 
	

TOP CATS' MONTHLY MEETING* 

FEB 10 
	

VALENTINES DANCE FOR MCHENRY 
COUNTY HOG HEART ASSOCIATION 
HOLIDAY INN CRYSTAL LAKE IL 

FEB 09-11 
	

INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW 
AT ROSEMONT EXPO CENTER (FEATUR-
ING WOMEN IN MOTORCYCLING) 

FEB 12 
	

BOARD MEETING** 

FEB 20 
	

TOP CATS' CHARITY RIDE COMMIT 
TEE MEETING*** 

FEB 25 
	

17TH ANNUAL SUPER CYCLE SHOW AT 
MCCORMICK PLACE 

MAR 02-11 
	

DAYTONA BIKE WEEK 

MAR 06 
	

TOP CATS' MONTHLY MEETING* 

MAR 12 
	

BOARD MEETING** 

MAR 18 
	

PICK UP RIDE TBA 

MAR 20 
	

TOP CATS' CHARITY RIDE COMMIT 
TEE MEETING*** 

MAR 24 
	

TOP CATS' ANNUAL DINNER AND 
AWARDS BANQUET 

(For more information, check the Top Cats' Web Site: 
www.Topcats.org  and the Hotline: (847)622-3501 
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One Smart Cookie... 
By Traveler 

Intelligence tests come in a wide variety of forms. Some are 
written, some are practical exercises, some are the simple 
observance of one's behavior. When it comes to riding, one's 
intelligence, if not sanity, often comes to question. Perhaps 
one of the contributing factors to our club's success is the 
great balance we have between experienced, and novice 
riders as well as intelligent and dumb riders. I'm afraid that 
Sunday, November 19th, we didn't have enough intelligent 
riders to offset the dumb one. It all started Saturday, at the 
NISRA Fashion Show with that old Top Cat query "Hey. 
man. You ridin' tomorrow?" "Uhhh, yeah, of course. 
Where we goin?" "The McHenry Toys for Tots Parade." 
"Oh, sure, yeah, count me in." I'll bet all the respondents 
were quietly thinking to themselves for the rest of the 
Fashion Show "What did I just say? It's cold out! How the 
hell can I get out of this graciously?" 

Now, skip to scene Two. Rock and Roll Grill, after the 
Fashion Show, table full of Top Cats. Lizard asks where we're 
meeting tomorrow. Taz responds that it's in McHenry at 
10:00 am, and Prettyman says "Let's do breakfast at the Oar 
at at 8:30 am." 
"Ohhh boy" I'm thinking. "It's gonna be cold Sunday morn-
ing." (But, wait. My King is in the shop, I've got a bad tire 
on the Low Rider, and there ain't no way I'm taking the Duc 
on a Toy Ride.) "Gee, if I had a bike running, I'd go with you 
guys" I injected. To which, brother Taz responds "No prob-
lem. Windy ain't goin' so I'll have her bike ready for you." 
("Awe s***!" I'm thinking. "This ain't gonna be easy. Maybe, 
something will come up, like 10 inches of snow that will 
cancel it." 

Scene Three. 7:00 AM, Sunday. I look at the thermometer 
and it's 17 degrees in my back yard. Two sets of long johns, 
and four sweaters later, I'm in the cold car, still hoping for 
that miracle that will cancel this thing. I'm thinking of all 
the possibilities. "Maybe someone will hit me as I drive to 
Taz' to get Windy's cold bike. Maybe her cold bike won't start 
and I ain't ridin' two up with Taz. Maybe if I drive slow, it'll 
snow 10 inches before I get to Taz'." Nothing seemed to 
work but I kept on hoping. The cold bank sign I passed said 
20 degrees. At least we were on a warming trend. 

"Damn!" I thought as I pulled in to Taz' drive to see both 
bikes warmed up and running. Slap on the cold chaps, kick 
`em in gear and off we go at 30 mph on cold side streets so 
we didn't have to ride any faster or colder. Of course, as we 
rolled in to the cold Broken Oar, there was Terry, already 
parked and ready to have breakfast. Terry never backs out of 
anything so...it was looking pretty grim. I resigned myself to 

4  the fact that...we were going to ride, we were going to freeze, 
and it was going to be a long, long, day. 

Scene Four. Terry, Taz, and I no sooner order coffee and in 
walks Maureen Prettyman. "Where's Chuck?" the table asks 
in unison. "He's right behind me." said Maureen. (Now, I'm 
praying for lots and lots of snow) "But wait," I think. 
"Maureen isn't dumb enough to ride in this cold. I'll bet 
she's just going to talk us all out of it. Yeaaa Maureen. You go 
girl!! Talk us out of it!" Nada. Nothing. Nary a negative 
comment. Then it's revealed that Maureen was just joining 
us for breakfast, then driving home. I quietly mumble to 

myself "Thanx sister! Thanx a lot! Out of the whole bunch 
of us, we got one smart cookie and she's going home to stay 
warm." Even the patrons who were walking out made 
piteous comments regarding our cold ride. Is it just me? Am 
I the only rider who realizes how cold it is? So...if you can't 
beat `em...go down with 'ern. "Let's roll!" I said with 
absolutely no enthusiasm. 

Scene Five. The temp was up to 28 degrees as we headed to 
McHenry. That was a plus. Maybe it'll hit over thirty. About 
then, I glanced at the cold fuel gage and had a rush of 
excitement. It was almost on empty. Yes!!! I'll just keep my 
mouth shut, run out of gas, and set in a restaurant drinking 
coffee all morning until it really warms up. Damn cold Road 
King kept going, and going, and going... 

I don't know how many miles it is from the Broken Oar to 
McHenry. It could have been just two miles but, it was a 
long ride. Pulling into the cold strip mall on RT. 31 where 
the gathering point was, we encountered about 30 other 
bikes. Of course, it isn't cool to shiver so you act nonchalant. 
Problem was, I was the only one acting. While it did seem to 
warm up a tiny bit, standing around in the wind for over an 
hour just made it feel colder. Finally, one of the many dudes 
in a Santa hat, led us out of there, one mile down the road to 
the cold final staging area. I guess I didn't feel too bad when 
I saw the girl riding next to me with a cold dog in a cold box 
behind her and the dog only had on a cold hat. 

Scene Six. After 15 minutes in the final staging area, we 
rolled out for the cold parade. "Oh no!" I thought as we took 
up a position behind the cold Cub Scouts. Cub Scouts are 8 
- 11 years old. Do you realize how short 8 year old's legs are? 
I was convinced that we were in for a long, slow, cold, 
parade. "Why don't we just offer to give all the Cubbies a 
cold ride and get the hell out of here quick?" I wondered. 

Scene Seven. To my amazement, and absolute joy, the cold 
parade route was all of a mile and a half long. Thank God for 
inexperienced, volunteer, parade planners. This had to be 
the shortest (Read best!) cold - weather parade I ever rode 
in. A mile and a half, then drop off our cold toys and get 
home to some heat. Just as I was beginning to cheer up I 
heard those devastating words from one of our group..."So, 
where you goin' now? Anyone want to go back to the Oar?" 
"Absolutely AMAZING!" I mumbled to myself. This guy's 
cold brain must have gone hypothermic and he plans on 
taking us all down with him? I don't think so! But, before I 
could claim that I had to go home immediately to get 
married or something, common sense prevailed and a 
torrent of excuses arose from my fellow riders. "I gotta get 
to work.", said one. "Yeah, I gotta do some work around the 
house.", said another. " I've gotta take my wife somewhere.", 
uttered a third. "YESSSS! !" I thought as I replied "Too bad, 
guys. I was looking forward to doin' a little riding. 

Scene Eight. Riders all go home and guess who spends the 
afternoon in the hot tub with a hot beer? Oh, by the way, did 
I say it was cold that day..? 
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EAMOTEAV=PAI=7ArSES 
LAKE VILLA, /L 

(847) 356-3000 

411-10An3.2v 	Kawasaki 
Come ride with u.s 

EXCELSIOR HENDERSON 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 

NMILJ ENAt 
TR/B 77/VSG /Ni 7-L . 

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

SUZUKI 

Let the good times roll. 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 

Stage 4: The dealer will guarantee that any part or accessory 
ordered through them will automatically be on back order for 
3 weeks, and they will charge 25% more than usual. 

2001 Honda Goldwing Unveiled 
by HAWKEYE 

On November 21, Des Plaines Honda had an unveiling party 
for the new 2001 Goldwing. I expected to see about 50 people 
there, but instead found the dealership wall to wall with eager 
customers standing 3 deep to get a look at the new bike. Met 
Doc Vito there. He was still on crutches, but it was good to see 
him up and about. His cast will be off his leg in a few weeks. 
With a light dusting of snow going on outside, a test ride was 
not an option, so I just had to settle for a good look, and 2 
minutes of sitting on the saddle. A full riding road test will 
have to wait until spring. 

The Goldwing was totally redesigned for the first time since 
1988. The six cylinder engine went from 1500 cc to 1832 cc. 
Honda claims that this new Wing will be quicker than a 
Valkyrie, which means they've put some excitement into this 
new Touring bike. The old 1500 model has always been 
known as the standard of excellence by the Touring crowd, but 
it had all the sex appeal of a Buick Park Avenue. For 2001, 
things have changed. 

The look of the bike is sleeker, with less fairing, producing less 
aerodynamic drag, and showing off the engine more. The new 
Wing appears to be narrower in the rump, yet it has even more 
storage space in the saddlebags and trunk than the old model. 
Comfort amenities have always been an important part of the 
Goldwing, and the new model doesn't let one down. Rear 
suspension preload is adjustable by computer control, cruise 
control is electronic, reverse gear has been simplified, and an 
1100 watt generator will power all sorts of electrical options. 
One option is a 6 CD changer mounted in a hidden compartment 
in the trunk. The windshield is adjustable from the cockpit 
with 4 inches of travel, and it has a motorized headlight 
aiming system. A new instrument cluster has an LC display. 
Standard is an anti-dive front fork, and liked braking system, 
and ABS brakes will be an option, along with heated handgrips. 
Sadly, no heated seat option will be available. The price is 
$17,499, which is $100 less than last year's model. 

The bike that I saw was totally stock, but dealer installed 
option packages designed specifically for Harley riders are 
available: 

Stage 1: The dealer will loosen the oil filler cap, so that the 
dipstick will blow out while riding, and spew oil all over the 
lower part of the bike and the riders clothing. 

Stage 2: The dealer will remove the counter-balancers from 
the engine, so that the vibration will render the mirrors 
useless at speed, and cause various bolts to loosen up while 
riding and eventually fall off. 

Stage 3: The dealer will partially fray the throttle cable, so it 
will break at some unknown point within the first 6,000 
miles, and he'll install a chip to cause various electrical failures 
at intermittent times. 
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So even though it's a Jap bike, Honda is attempting to 
replicate the "ownership experience" for Harley riders, and 
I applaud them for making the effort. 



Oft SPOTS 
By Traveler 

LADIES ONLY?: The Motorcycle Hall of Fame exhibit 
"Women & Motorcycling" will appear as part of the 2000 
- 2001 International Motorcycle Show at each scheduled 
city. Look for it at the International Motorcycle Show in 
February, 2001 at the Rosemount. 

WING: Honda's 2001Gold Wing is on the street and it's 
full of some neat technology and a load of comfort 
features. It's amazing! If you want all of that comfort, you 
can get a heated, vibrating, recliner for a lot less. 

IT'S BACK!: Senior statesmen of the motorcycling world 
will remember the old Vespa scooter of the 60's and 70's. 
Our EPA regulations put Vespa out of business in the US 
but...they're back. Vespa will release a screaming 50cc 
ET2, for $2,750 that will reach speeds of, up to, 40 mph! 
If that's not enough for you, the brave hearted can 
purchase a $3,950 ET4 that will climb to a blazing 70 
mph! Keep an eye on ROAR for Hawkeye's road test on 
one of these monstors. 

VALKYRIE: Want some cruising speed? Watch for a mid 
year release of the 1800cc Valkyrie and, a V6 Honda ST. 

AMAZING SAFETY: Fact - In Japan you can no longer ride 
a motorcycle two up. No one, no where, no time, Japan 
has also enacted new speed limits of 80 kph (50 mph) for 
motorcycles and 100 kph (62 mph) for all other vehicles. 
I'm not sure that it's so damn safe to have cars going 12 
mph faster than a bike. Scratch Japan off of my lit of Fly & 
Ride places. • 

MORE ORIENTAL SAFETY: China has implemented a 
plan to totally eliminate motorcycles from the country by 
2010. Over a ten - year period, selected cities will ban 
motorcycles from their streets and encourage the purchase 
of bicycles. This from the country that is the largest largest 
producer and consumer of motorcycles in the world. Take 
China off of the Fly & Ride list too. 

NECK STRAIN: Neck strain is common when riding long 
distance, at sustained highway speeds with a helmet. 
Rumble Strips of San Jose, CA sells an innocent looking 
piece of tape for $14.95 that is claimed to reduce wind 
buffeting and neck strain by 30%. Reviews have been 
positive on this product. Check it out at www.rumble-
strips.com . 

WINTER BATTERY CARE: For tips on winter battery care, 
check out www.yuasabatteries.com  for their checklist. 

POLITICS: Some guys will do anything for a vote. Vice 
presidential candidate Joe Lieberman, recently visited 
Harley's Kansas City, Missouri plant and commented that 
he now wants a Harley. Ride a Harley to get elected to a 
position? That was my campaign startegy last October! 

FLY & RIDE? Ft Lauderdale Harley - Davidson (800) 305-
9571, is offering to pay for your plane ticket down if you 
buy a new bike from them. Gives new meaning to Fly & 
Ride. 

BIKER CULTURE 

There are a few comments that you can only get away with 
during the Holidays, and traditional family dinners: 

Talk about large breasts! 

Tying the legs together keeps the inside moist. 

If I don't undo my pant's, I'll bust. 

Are you ready for seconds yet? 

It's a little dry. Do you still want to eat it? 

Just wait your turn. You'll get some. 

Don't play with your meat! 

Just open the legs and stuff it in. 

Do you think you'll be able to handle all these 
people at once? 

You still have a little bit on your chin. 

You'll know it's ready when it pops up. 

That's the biggest one I've ever seen! 

We hope you enjoyed your Holiday, Turkey! 
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